
 
Open letter to public  
 
November 5th, 2009  
 
Dr. Claire Anderson, Conference Chair  
21st International Congress on Education of the Deaf  
Suite 101 – 1444 Alberni Street  
Vancouver, BC  
V6G 2Z4  
Canada  
 
 
Dear Dr. Anderson:  
 
The primary purpose of the Ontario Association of the Deaf (OAD) is to promote equal 
rights for Deaf Ontarians while committing to improve the quality of life for Deaf people in 
general. We continually develop high quality and cost-effective services in consultation 
with national, regional, provincial, and local consumer groups and individuals. We are 
committed to ensuring that the rights and personal or collective dignity of Deaf Ontarians 
are truly respected.   
 
I am sure that you have received numerous letters from various organizations around the 
world. I am writing to you on behalf of OAD’s Board of Directors, loyal members, and 
supporters. I want to provide you with some background on OAD. Ontario Association of 
the Deaf is Canada's oldest Deaf non-profit consumer organization. OAD is working for 
the purpose of ensuring equality and protecting the rights of Deaf Ontarians. OAD was 
founded in 1886 by two Deaf instructors from the Ontario (Belleville) School for the Deaf. 
Our dedicated and tireless members have fought in many different ways for a multitude 
of issues since 1886. It is not my intention to give you a lecture about our rich history, but 
hopefully it will make a big difference for me to write a simple letter to you.  
 
The point I make, is parallel to several other letters of support from various organizations 
which are on an equivalent mission. Therefore, it is an official united position we are 
taking in seeking a public and official apology from the 21st International Congress on 
Education of the Deaf for the actions opposing sign language as the language of 
instruction over the last century. 
 
In view of OAD’s mandate as an advocacy organization for Deaf Ontarians, we would 
like to request your kind attention on behalf of the Vancouver Organizing Committee 
2010 of the International Congress on Education of the Deaf, and to all various 
representatives around the world. This refers to the letter from our affiliated organization, 
Canadian Association of the Deaf (dated October 20, 2009). We are strongly seeking a 
public and official apology from the 21st International Congress on Education of the Deaf 
for the actions opposing the use of sign language as the language of instruction over the 
last century.  In reference to the letter from the Canadian Association of the Deaf, we are 



asking the International Congress on Education of the Deaf in Vancouver in 2010 to 
pass a resolution that will:  
 
1. Apologize for the 1880 ICED resolutions and,  
2. Accept the resolution adopted by the World Federation of the Deaf at its 15th 
    Congress in Madrid in 2007.  
 
We recognize the importance of the recent World Federation of the Deaf resolution that 
dignifies Deaf people, respects Deaf children, youth and teens, and emphasizes Sign 
language as a human right for all members of the Deaf Communities. An authentic 
apology from the International Congress on Education of the Deaf, will assist us toward 
working together to promote and recognize Sign languages in Deaf education in Ontario. 
Further, we ask that teachers for the Deaf schools and other schools are qualified to 
teach in Sign and to provide a positive, effective bilingual education based on cutting-
edge research that is readily available for Deaf educators around the world. It will enrich 
and make easier the lives of all Deaf children, youth, and teens! 
 
Our supporters, members, directors and I, are looking forward to your positive response 
to this key issue on behalf of all the Deaf communities around the world.  
 
If you have any questions or any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dean Walker  
OAD Executive Director  
 
Cc:  
Christine Ehrlich-Brady, OAD President 
John Mans, Chair, Ontario Chapter - Deaf Bilingual Coalition  
Doug Momotiuk, President, Canadian Association of the Deaf  
Jim Roots, Executive Director, C.A.D.  
Art Hillcox, Director, Saskatchewan  
Aaron Montney, Director, Manitoba  
Dominque Lemay, Director, Quebec  
Elliot Richman, Director, Nova Scotia  
Myles Murphy, Director, Newfoundland and Labrador 
 


